 The Star-Spangled Banner-

During the War of 1812, Francis Scott Key (1779-1843) witnessed the all-night bombardment of Ft.
McHenry in Maryland. Despite the fierce assault, Key was elated to see in the morning that the American flag
was still proudly waving over the fort, meaning that the fort was still manned. Inspired, he wrote this poem to
celebrate the event. “The Star-Spangled Banner” was declared the national anthem in 1931.

Melody by John Stafford Smith

With spirit (d =c. 104)
Lyrics by Francis Scott Key
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