Kindergarten LESSON PLAN: Scales (Review C-D-E Steps)
Instructor: David Saphra


File Number: 614531



Status: Tenured

Class: Music (K012)



License: Common Branches / Music K-12

Observation: Pre-Observation, Friday, May 23, 2008




Time: 1:25

Subject: Music

Aim: How can we come up with our own words to add the songs we are learning?

Objective: Students change the words of a song to reflect their own experiences and learn to sing with changes in the rhythm.

Materials: Step xylophones and mallets, “No-See” googles for game, piano keyboards, staff feltboard, number cards / letter cards, solfege card, MATB number/letter cards (red)

Motivation: Knock, Knock Jokes:

 Philip the bathtub so I can take a bath

Dwayne the bathtub, I’m dwowning

Meter down stairs
[1 minute]
Procedure / Activities (including key questions):

• “Echo me” - Meet her down the stairs (so, fa, mi, re, do) – students echo

• Climb on up the stairs (do, re, mi, fa, so) – use handsigns

[1 minute]

• “When we climb up go down in music one step at a time it’s called a musical scale. Who what the word scale means?  … I wondering how many different ways there are that we can make music scales in music?”

• “First, I’m looking for a whole row of students that can help me climb on up the stairs on this step xylophone” - Students stand one at a time and play step xylophone, everyone else sings 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 then C, D, E, F, G (flip over displayed number cards)

• “Maybe we’ll try letting a few children that are doing well play step xylophones all by themselves”

[ 5 minutes]

• “Let’s all stand up now” (do, re, mi, fa, so) Movement activity – Kids in Motion CD – “Pretend you’re scaling a fence with the hands like this, Jump five times – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 reach up and pretend you’re climbing a ladder, climbing stairs again, sitting down & play the piano going up the with all five fingers of your left hand … your right hand.

[2 minutes]

• “That was fun … I’d better check to see that no one’s missing”:

Song / Game: do, re, mi, so

Someone’s missing

Who is missing?

Someone’s missing

Something’s wrong

Can you tell me

Who is missing?

Can you tell me

Who is gone?

One child hides in the back while one other puts on the “No-See” goggles. “We’ll play three times with students that sing and then remember to put their finger over their lips.”

[5 minutes]

• “Now let’s all try playing Something’s Missing with the big number cards (1, 2, 3, 4, 5) … Too easy? Let’s do it with letters (C, D, E, F, G) … Too easy let’s do it with the notes from on the felt board (C, D, E, F, G). Just raise your hard and tell me the name of the letter I’ve taken away.”

[5 minutes]

• “Today we’re going to go all the way back to page 6 in the MATB book, the song C-D-E steps. Who wants to try coming up and playing it alone first, before we all go back to the keyboards?”

• “First, though I’d like you all to try echoing echoing me while I sing part of the song, just in case you forgot it. Please play attention to the dynamic I am using. That’s the musical word for how loud or soft I ‘m singing.

C – D – E, E – D – C, Stepping up and down

• “Now sing it with me. Watch while I point to the notes on the feltboard.”

• “Play it with your treble clef (right) hand in the air while you’re singing this time”

• “Now let’s line up to go to the keyboards”

[15 minutes]

• “Today, when we line up, I thought it might be nice to see who could help me play one last song on the step xylophone” (do, ti-ti, la, so … so, do, ti-ti, la, so). “What song is that?” (Good by Everybody, Yes, Indeed). Before we go show me how you can “Step down the stairs” (do, ti, la, so – with handsigns) … “Left hand – One, Two, Three, Four”

• Sing rest of song with a few students playing step xylophone as they are standing on line

[3-5 minutes]

Assignment / Follow-Up: Monitor keyboard fingerings and use of xylophone while standing on line

Teaching techniques to focus on:

• Questioning Strategies




• Instructional strategies

• Use of instructional materials



• Lesson pace

• Motivational techniques




• Lesson sequence

• Differentiated instruction




• Student involvement

